Wheels: Bruce from Florida writes, “I have a Ford Ranger Super Cab and the tire size is P225/70X15.
Can | use P215/70X15 tires that | have in the garage from another vehicle? Will this change the
speedometer reading? Should | stay with the original size tires?

Halderman: It is always the best policy to use the exact same size tires that come with the vehicle from
the factory. The major consideration is the overall outside diameter of the tire. From a practical point of
view, a tire that is 10 mm larger or smaller could be used without too much trouble. Therefore, you
could use the P215/70X15 instead of the original P225/70X15. However, there is another fact to
consider since this is being used on a truck. With the smaller the tire size, the load capacity is less.
Therefore, the tire may be overloaded if the truck is loaded. Regarding how much difference the change
of tire size makes to the speedometer readings, | go to: www.miata.net/garage/tirecalc.html.

Wheels: What if Bruce wants to install larger diameter wheels on his truck? What factors should he
consider?

Halderman: Besides the wheel width and offset, the major factor that should be adhered to is that the
overall diameter of the tire/wheel combination should be the same as the original. This means that as
the wheel diameter increases, the aspect ratio of the tire has to decrease in order to maintain the original
outside diameter. For example, Bruce could elect to purchase 16-inch diameter wheels that fit his truck
and use P245/60X16 tires. However, he would have to check that the larger wheels and tires fit into the
wheel well without rubbing on a suspension, body, or steering component.




